
Faculty of Fine Arts: 2011-12 federal and provincial grant recipients  
 
Thirteen innovative Faculty of Fine Arts research projects received a total of $1.3 million in funding 
in 2011-12. These awards demonstrate how Concordia University’s fine arts professors have been 
successful in attracting new funding, disseminating their research and positioning fine arts research 
as significant contributors to public discourse in such areas as sustainable design, critical cinematic 
inquiry and digital literacy.  
 
 
Martin Lefebvre, Concordia University Research Chair in Film Studies / Associate Professor, Mel 
Hoppenheim School of Cinema.  
 
Lefebvre received three grants totalling just over $600,000: 
 

1. Fonds de recherche du Québec - Société et culture (FRQ-SC) – Soutien aux équipes de 
recherche 
$391,746 for four years 

 
ARTHEMIS: History, culture and epistemology of film studies  

The ARTHEMIS research team, of which Martin Lefebvre is the director, supports the production 

and dissemination of work on the history and epistemology of film and moving image studies. This 

grant will enable the next phase of the team’s research, which is intended to bridge the practical 

study of film and moving image with a metacritical perspective at a pivotal point in the medium’s 

brief history.  

 
2. Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) - Insight Grant  
       $137,809 for three years 

 
The aesthetics and semiotics of Christian Metz 
This research project has two goals: make public the aesthetic content of unpublished notes that 
Christian Metz wrote about every film he saw and use these notes as a basis for questioning the 
relationship between aesthetics and semiology in Metz’s work. The project will provide a fresh look 
at the most important French film theorist of the postwar period and reveal unexpected 
connections between aesthetics and semiology. 
 

3. Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) – Aid to Scholarly Journals 
$72,935 for three years 

 
Recherches sémiotiques/Semiotic Inquiry (RSSI) 

Semiotics has emerged as an interdisciplinary field for researchers working in such domains as 

speech, text and institutional analysis, cinematographic studies, visual arts and philosophy. RRSI, a 

publication of the Canadian Semiotic Association that Lefebvre edits, is a tool for international 

researchers to share their work and increase the understanding of meaning across diverse 

domains—discursive, visual, literary, philosophy and others.  
 
Janis Timm-Bottos, Assistant Professor, Creative Arts Therapies 
J.W. McConnell Family Foundation  
$300,000 for three years 



 
La Ruche d’Art Community Studio – Dissemination Initiative 
This project aspires to be an arts-based social inclusion movement located within accessible 
storefronts across Canada. Long-term community art-making fosters the imagination and a sense of 
belonging and mastery, which then provides rich and varied fuel for individual and collective 
problem-solving, innovation and new discoveries about ourselves and one another. Through peer-
to-peer teaching and learning, the art hive – ‘la ruche d’art’ - welcomes everyone as an artist, 
especially individuals living at the lowest income levels or marginalized due to mental health issues, 
physical disability, immigration dislocation or other types of complex social challenges.  

 
Jason Lewis, Associate Professor, Design and Computation Arts. received two grants totalling just 
over $220,000: 
 

1. Fonds de recherche du Québec - Société et culture (FRQ-SC) – Appui à la recherche-
création 
$163,556 for three years 

 
TyP3: Protocols, Platforms and Publics for Digital Text 
This research-creation program presents a sustained inquiry into the status of creative text in a 
digital milieu. With implications in new media, digital literature, graphic design, the visual arts, and 
computer science and communication technology, the project explores how to articulate the rich 
history of theoretical, conceptual and creative engagement with the materiality of text and how this 
informs writing in a digital environment. The specific technical interest is in researching and 
developing digitally native font formats and composition tools that integrate interactivity, 
variability computation and connectivity in ways that font formats designed for print culture do 
not. 
 

2. Canada Council for the Arts - New Media Production  
       $58,000 for one year 

 
The P.o.E.M.M. Cycle 6 – 10 
The P.o.E.M.M. – Poetry For Excitable [Mobile] Media – Cycle is a ten-part, new-media series 
exploring themes of language, authenticity and contingency. The works explore different strategies 
for both writing and reading using multi-touch and mobile devices, and how those strategies 
substantially expand the range of expression available to the artist. Each piece in the series includes 
a large-scale interactive touchwork for exhibition, a mobile interactive touchwork for tablets and 
for smartphones, and one or more large-scale prints made with software created by the artist. This 
research will focus on the production of P.o.E.M.M. parts six through ten. 
 
 
Anita Sinner, Assistant Professor, Art Education, received two grants totalling just over $63,000: 
 

1. Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) – Insight Development 
Grant 
$38,229 for one year  

 
Community Art Education: An Emergent Model of Innovative Teaching and Learning 
Building on a Concordia seed grant, the collaborative team of Linda Szabad-Smyth, Kathleen 
Vaughan and Anita Sinner (principal investigator) investigate the historical development of 
community art education; how community art education sites are the basis for an emergent model 



of practice; and how research-creation between community partners, museums and galleries 
contributes to new curricular positions in the field of education. This research involves identifying a 
range of the distinctive features of community art education, including how educational policy and 
curriculum design and delivery embodies social engagement and the impact of this engagement in 
society.  
  

2. Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) – Aid to Research 
Workshops and Conferences 

       $25,000 for one year  
 
Creating Together:  An Interdisciplinary Workshop of Participatory, Community-based and 
Collaborative Arts Practices and Scholarship 

With the support of a Concordia Aid to Research Related Events, Publication, 
Exhibition and Dissemination Activities Program (ARRE) grant as well as the SSHRC workshop 
grant, Anita Sinner (principal investigator) and Diane Conrad (University of Alberta) hosted a 
workshop in spring 2012 that brought together interdisciplinary scholars, practitioners and 
graduate students who contributed chapters to a call for submissions (a book is under contract 
with Wilfrid Laurier University Press). Through a think-tank model, they examined methods for 
engaging diverse arts-based practices in theatre, visual arts, music, dance, folk arts and digital arts. 
Creating Together includes case studies with specific relevance to the Canadian context and to the 
particularly rich arts-based research undertaken across disciplines.  
 
 
Carmella Cucuzella, Assistant Professor, Design and Computation Arts 
Fonds de recherche du Québec - Société et culture (FRQ-SC) –   Établissement de nouveaux 
professeurs-chercheurs 
$39,600 for three years  
 
Mapping theoretical issues and sustainable strategies in public space design competitions in Canada 
(2003-2011) 
The objective of this project is to identify, categorize and outline the questions, concerns and 
strategies adopted in public space design competitions across Canada in the first decade of the 21st 
century. The research aims to expose the shift in the discourse since the Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) program was introduced in Canada in 2003 and became one of the 
main certification methods for addressing the sustainability criteria in such competitions. This 
knowledge is intended to help planners and jurors re-align their own discourses in order to better 
address the four pillars of sustainability in future public space competitions 
 
 
Kristina Huneault, Concordia University Research Chair in Art History / Associate Professor, Art 
History 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) – Aid to Research Workshops and 
Conferences 
$25,000 for one year 
 
Imagining History: the Canadian Women Artists History Initiative Conference 
The second conference of the Canadian Women Artists History Initiative united academics and 
museum professionals from coast to coast to redress the continuing absence of a comprehensive 
scholarly history of women and art in Canada. The interdisciplinary network considered the social 
and cultural work that art performs, as well as the challenges to understanding that it presents. 



More than an isolated contribution to scholarship, the conference served as the focal point for an 
ongoing collaboration that both spearheads research and supports it through the development of 
online research tools and the maintenance of a documentation centre. 
 
 
Sha Xin Wei, Canada Research Chair in New Media / Associate Professor, Design and Computation 
Arts 
Michael Montanaro (co-applicant), Associate Professor, Contemporary Dance 
Fonds de recherche du Québec - Société et culture (FRQ-SC) – Projets novateurs 
$25,000 for one year 
 
Einstein’s dream: installations that change temporality 
Using the techniques and technologies developed over the past 10 years by Sha Xin Wei’s 
Topological Media Lab (TML) and in prior artistic collaborations, Sha and Michael Montanaro will 
create zones of temporally conditioned space, giving visitors pools of experience constituting poetic 
and extraordinary regions of time.  They combine choreography, theatre, film and architecture with 
new techniques and real-time media instruments created from sensor networks, computationally 
modulated video, and sound and lighting that respond to gesture and movement. Deliverables will 
include installations exemplifying alternative modes of time and new compositional paradigms, 
techniques and instruments for modulating time-based media including video, sound and lighting.  
 
 
Erin Manning, Concordia University Research Chair in Relational Art and Philosophy / Associate 
Professor, Film Studies and Studio Arts 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) – Partnership Grant LOI 
$20,000 for the development of the full application, due November 1, 2012 
 
Art, Media and Event:  
This initiative is a multi-national, multi-institutional effort to develop a sustainable network of 
academic institutions and non-academic organizations that will apply research-creation principles 
to its own program of activities, approaching creative arts/media practice as an active laboratory 
for theoretical research.  
 
Research institutions around the world are increasingly reconsidering the role art and media-based 
creative practice plays in the production and dissemination of knowledge. The role of the university 
in the creative economy is also currently under renegotiation. This partnership will facilitate 
innovative inquiry into the concept and methods of research-creation which, in turn, will play a key 
role in these re-evaluations.  Theoretical explorations in research-creation that favour the category 
of the event and the immediacy of lived experience will serve to frame that inquiry. 
 
The partnership includes, among others, the Zurich University of the Arts, Aarhus University 
(Denmark), the Amsterdam School of the Arts, RMIT University (Melbourne), the Design Studio for 
Social Intervention (Boston) and McGill University. 
 
 
Leila Sujir, Associate Professor, Studio Arts 
Networks of Centres of Excellence of Canada (NCE), GRAND consortium  
$12,000 for one year 
 

New Directions in Moving Image Technology and Aesthetics: 



Stereoscopic 3D explorations of gesture, image and sound within art installations and 
performances, and 3D drawing tool user interface research.  
 
 


